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Awareness
The objectlve is to bring awareness to the pubtic about

the shared vision & jolnt strategies of the two MT tribat
grant contract school's efforts to gain equity through

supp(ementat state funding. Both rhools'
supeintend€nt'! lnd schoot board's wltt advocate their
position by communicating with potitical leaders, other
state/tocat leaders & students (Gemb€rling, smith, &,

Vittian, 2009, p. 68). The maln focui is to assist

morEtarity in ctoslng the student achievement gap

between atl other students and the Native American

students in Montana.

Strategy
Whlch modets from other stats can be exemptar in
providing a funding mechanism to ,.lontana students, The

two tribes witt neSotlate and encourage equitable
distribution of resourc6 to facltitate cultural responsiYe

ctrssrooms. Together the tribes witt anaty2e data and

existing poticy outcomG to propose a House Bil[ ln

Legistative season 2017. By seeking atties that have

simitar pollcy core betlefs (Cooper, Cibulka, & Fusaretti,

2015, p.97) the vlsion can come to fruition.

Action
ForEe s$onger panner:hip wlth the state of Montana in

the education of atl Natlve American students.

JAN20

Thousatds of dollaa worth of old equiprnerrt, curriculum &
spotts gear donated by another Tribal school, 900 miles

oWAy.

Successful solution: CoUoborate on oryorturtities that

bencft studets nceds f*t. Tribe hauled 2 truilen and

one uhal bus uorth of donotiorts two saPofite times
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"Montana BIE Tribal Grant Schools &
Supplemental Funding Equity"

Awareness
Northern Cheyenne Triba[ schoot, Busby, MT & Two Eagle River Schoot, Pabto, MT



Potlcy & olffusion Theory

(cooper, et.at.,2015)

commlt to cottaborete

s€hool boards keep

Legistators informed via

research

Deflne objectlve -oata

Keep abreast of state level
poticy inftuences

Seek atties

Use selected model to
create House Bit[

Navlgate legistative protocot

House Bitt Ready

Forge stronger partnershiP

wlth State of ,lriT

lf House Bitt authorlzed' use

supplemental funding to
assist in ctosing the
achie\rement gap by

creating cutturatty
responsive ctassrooms.

Continuation of advocacy

for educational issues in

lndlan Country.

Q:
A:

q:
A:

q: WHAT HAPPENS lF THIS DOESN'T KEEP ,IIOMENTUM?

it ioiiie l^"rtcon students wtll contlnue to be educoted "os ls". Next generationdl conttnuotion of
chatlenges to educotlonal porcdlgms in the stote ol hlontano.

Q: WHO CAN I CONTACT FOR C0^I,I^ENTS/qUESTIONS/SUGGESTIONS?

A-: Superintendent(s) of Northern Cheyenne Tribat Schoot A/ or Two Eagte River Schoot' Loveny Erickson,

Native Amertcan Education Consuttant.

Northern Chelrenne Tribat khoot
Supeilntendent: itr, Lester lkcqmick
Phone (,()6) 592-3616
Fax (,106) 592-36,{5
lestemEcormickenctseagte'.org

Two Eagte Rlver khoot
Superintendent: l,{r. Rodney Bird
Phone (406) 675-0292
Fax (406) 675-029,t
rblrdotwoeagterlversahoot. org

Natlye Amerlcan Education ConsJttant
lrt6. Loverty Erickon, M.Ed
Phone (.{06) 671.7524
[overty.erickson@gmail.com

Question/Answer:

HOW CAN I HELP THIS EFFORT?

Poss on innofitlve lnlormation & register to vote

t5 TH|S REALLY AN EqUTABLE SOLUTION TO NATIVE A'I'IERICAN MT SCHOOL STUDENTS FUNDING?

Reseorch conductlng ond shoring will reveol the fundlng deflclenoJ or efticienq



Your Vote! Your Voice!
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Recentl, an anti-lndian group called the Citizens Equal Rights Alliance (CERr{) held a conference
in Montana attacking tribal sovereignty. Wisconsin-based CERA is the most notorious organized
anti-lndian group in the United States, dedicated to terminating tribal govemments, abrogating

STAFF treaties and turning management oftribal resources over to state government

Marci McLean
ExeqIilre Director State Senator lennifer Fielder was a kelmote speaker at this conference.

Rhonda Whilino
Program Dircd;r The relationship between the federal government and Indian tribes is one oftrusL And although
Atbsa snor/ this nation-to-nation relationship remains a fundamental principle of the federal government's
Field Manager and Lobbyist trust relationship with tribes, tribes and states must also operate under a government to

government relationship. Central to this trust relationship is the recognition and protection of
tribal sovereignty.

Western Native Voice feels Senator Fielde/s involvement with CERA while sitting on t]re State
Tribal Relations Committee does not represent a true trust relationship between the state and
tribes of Montana. We have concerns about her ability to obiectively assess the best interests of our
Montana tribes.

Montana Code Annotated, Section 2 - 2 - 112 [5] indicates that "a Iegislator shall disclose an interest
creating a conflict as provided in the rules ofthe legislature." It is our hope that Senator Fielder will
take time to proyide a response to our concerns at the next State Tribal Relations Committee
meeting.

Sincerely,

,-//lu*-t/l%,".^-

Marci McLean
Executive Director
Western Native Voice

^[f( '"
220 South 2#Street lsuite C lBillings, MT 59101

Phone | 4o5.859.1938 Fax | 406.252.1092 www.westernnativevoice.org


